Athens Area Arts Council
You, Me and the Bus
An Art in Transit Initiative in Partnership with
the Unified Government of Athens Clarke County
LOCATION-ATHENS, GA: Athens is a rapidly growing university town with a population of 110,000, located in
Northeast Georgia. A spirited and energetic community, the town offers visitors and residents a unique blend of
Southern heritage along with avant-garde entertainment. Athens boasts a wide array of award-winning
restaurants, historic districts, innovative local artist initiatives, as well as world-renowned art and music. For
more information about Athens-Clarke County, visit: www.athensclarkecounty.com.
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT- YOU, ME AND THE BUS- In 2005, Athens Area Arts Council (AAAC)
partnered with the Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County and the Athens Transit System to launch
“YOU, ME AND THE BUS” a national design competition for artist designed bus shelters. The project aimed to
enhance the public transportation system and improve quality of life in Athens by integrating utilitarian public
services with artistic ingenuity and inspiration. AAAC sought design proposals that served as both functional
shelters for Athens bus riders and quality works of public art. Round 1 designs conveyed themes of
movement, transportation and people. Round 2 designs honored the musical heritage of Athens. Both rounds
focused on bus and riders’ activity, incorporating site context and serving to define the areas in which they
were located. Shelters had to hold a minimum of 3 people as well as provide enough space for a wheelchair.
The competition was open to designers, artists, architects, and art students who reside in the United States.
Winners were selected by a jury of 13 people composed of bus riders, bus drivers, artists, citizens, engineers,
architects and members of the Athens Clarke County Commission and the Manager’s office.
Exhibitions of the winning designs were held in May of 2006 and April 2009 at the county art gallery in the
historic Lyndon House Arts Center in downtown Athens.
FUNDING- The project was funded through Athens-Clarke County SPLOST (Special Purpose Local Option
Sales Taxes) as well as contributions raised by AAAC from grants, corporations and private citizens. The city
contributed the cost of a manufactured shelter ($9,160) and the Council raised the artists’ fees and additional
fabrication costs ($5,000) per shelter.
GOALS AND OUTCOME-YOU, ME AND THE BUS was originally conceived as a small project of four shelters
to perk up the profile of the Transit System and enhance bus ridership. Now in its 5th year, there will be a total
of twelve bus shelters, installed along major transportation arteries in Athens and in or near neighborhoods
dependent upon public transportation. To date, nine shelters have been installed. Public response has been
overwhelmingly positive and the Transit System reports that bus ridership is up and the bus shelters are well
cared for by users. In addition, the process of mingling artists, volunteers and county workers has also
resulted in additional art collaborations across the city and the launching of a formal public art program for
Athens.

